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President’s Message 

      
The June Civic meeting will be held on Thursday, June  27 at 7PM at the VFW Hall.  It will be our last 

meeting before we break for the summer and our next meeting after this will be in September. 

  

We will be getting a new baseball field in town at the American Ball Fields where the current useless Blacktop 

field sits. This will be funded with 2 million dollars that Borough President Melinda Katz has allocated from 

her 2020 fiscal year budget (which begins on July 1
st
 2019).  Huge win for this town as a brand-new turf 

ballfield will be used by all of the local teams and those who travel here to play as well.  The Borough President 

has also funded the Sunset Cove Boardwalk for 1 million dollars and the 17
th

 Road park overhaul for 1 million.  

She has been perhaps the most supportive Borough President in this town’s history! 

 

This will be the last newsletter for the Civic Association that will be in traditional print form.  As previously 

noted, due to the cost and work involved in printing and delivering the newsletter, we will be going to an 

electronic distribution method. Anyone interested in receiving this newsletter in the future should send an email 

to --broadchannelcivicnewsletter@gmail.com and you will be included in the email list for future monthly 

newsletters.  We will also be posting our newsletter on the town website at – www.broadchannelcivic.org.  We 

will continue to keep the same format for our newsletter except for our advertising section which we will 

discontinue.  I want to thank our current newsletter editor Natalie Grant for her outstanding effort and 

commitment to the newsletter over these years in particular, her post Sandy effort which was so critical to our 

town during that traumatic period.  I also want to thank past newsletter editors Barbara Toborg and Diane 

Malsey who offered so much of their time and effort during those years that they kept this effort alive.  

 

Big thank you to all who came out to help with the Volunteer Planting effort at the newly created Sunset 

Cove! This park which for so many years was just a pipe dream, has now become a really amazing place and 

will be even impressive when the boardwalk and viewing platform are completed.  The wetlands that are being 

planted (over 70,000 plants) by the volunteers will create critical wetlands that are the heart of the Bay in terms 

of bio-life and environmental significance for our Bay. 

 

On June 25
th

 we will have a special election for Queens District Attorney.  This is the second special 

election in the last three months. The last one was for the Public Advocate and the Broad Channel turnout was 

very impressive.  The Civic Association is again asking that residents please turn out for this special election on 

June 25
th

.  It is extremely helpful for our efforts on every project that we are working on to have good voter 

turnouts as elected officials take notice of this. We ask that you help the Civic Association and please turn out 

on June 25
th

 and vote in the special election. 

 

Build-It-Back is wrapping up much of its major work and the main issue now seems to be follow up on the 

punch lists/warranty items and letters of completion.  We expect to have a Build-It-Back representative at the 

meeting to give an update before we go into the summer break. 

 

If you enter the American Ballfields you cannot help but notice the newly planted entrance way with 

trees and shrubs in two separate planting pits.  This area was done through a grant obtained by the Jamaica 

Bay Ecowatcher’s with the assistance of Councilman Ulrich.  Lisena Gardening Center (Broad Channel) 

volunteered their time to help the volunteers who turned out and the final result is fantastic.  

 

Summer Quote of the Month-- “Smell the sea and feel the sky let your soul and spirit Fly” —Van Morrison 

  
Respectfully submitted,   

Dan Mundy Jr.  

CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETING 
***** VFW Hall – Shad Creek Road – 7:00 PM ***** 

*****June 27, 2019***** 
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Dorothy A. Fraher. 
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Due to a typo last month I am repeating that the flag flies 

for Michael Stickley in the month of June. 

 
The Flag is flying in June for  

Michael Stickley, 
US Army, Vietnam 

 
 

The Flag will fly in July for  
George Miller, 

US Army, Vietnam 
 
 

The Flag will fly in August for  
Frederick Ott, 

US Army, WWII 
 
 

The Flag will fly in September for  
Martin (Bobby) O’Gara, 

US Navy, Korea 
 
"BIBLE BOOK CLUB" Because of the July 4

th 

holiday, our next "Bible Book Club" will be meeting on 

July 17
th
 from 1-4 PM.  We had such a great time that I 

see the need to extend the hours.  In August we will go 

back to the first Wednesday of each month.  Once again, 

it's for ladies only.  For more information, you can call 

me at 718-474-0702.  I look forward to hearing from 

you.  Blessings to all!  Most Sincerely, Joanne Eckert 

 

ST. VIRGILIUS / ST. CAMILLUS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:  Registration 

for CCD classes is underway. Please visit our website at 

stcstv.com or call 718-634-8229. Registration Forms are 

also available at Sunday Masses. Classes will begin in 

the second week of September. Classes will be held on 

Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 3:30PM to 

5PM at the St. Camillus site while construction of the 

Parish Center at St. Virgilius is underway. All children 

beginning in the FIRST GRADE are encouraged to 

register. 

 

Volunteer catechists and teacher aides are needed for our 

program. If you would like to help, please call Sister 

Maureen at 718-634-8229. 

  

ST. VIRGILIUS GOLDEN AGE CLUB will meet on 

Thursday afternoons at 12:30PM in the VFW Hall on 

Shad Creek Road, beginning July 11
th
. 

  

FDNY BOXING:  The Thrilla in Camilla IV returns to 

St. Camillus Parking Lot on Friday night, July 12
th
 at 

7PM Tickets are available at www.FDNYBoxing.com    

General Admission: $30 

VIP Ringside: $100 

Ringside: $50. 

    

CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BY THE SEA 

Christ Presbyterian Church would like to thank everyone 

in the community who participated in our 10K drawing. 

Even though we did not sell all our tickets the 

fundraising was GREAT, the day of the drawing was 

well attended and all had a good time munching on 

cheese and crackers and drinking wine. We hope to this 

again next year. Thank you for all your support, it has 

helped to keep our "Little Church" open to serve the 

community 
 
 

 

 

GLIMPSE OF THE PAST 

The following reminiscence appeared in a local paper. 

********************************************* 

EARNING YOUR SEA LEGS IN BROAD CHANNEL 

By Dan Mundy, Sr. 

…..continued 

  “Everyone had beautiful homes on the inside,” 

Mundy said. “But you were limited on what you could 

do on the outside.” 

 At the same time, the city refused to invest in 

Broad Channel’s infrastructure, whether it be the roads, 

putting a library there, installing sanitary sewers or 

adding another school. 

 “Behind the scenes, the city wanted us out for 

one reason or another. Either it was expanding the 

airports or [Robert] Moses wanted to make the island 

into a park,” Mundy said. “There was a lot of behind-

the-scenes political work to get us out of here.” 

 That ended in 1982 when Mayor Ed Koch 

ordered the land under Broad Channel residents’ houses 

to be sold to them. 

 “Got to give credit to Ed Koch,” Mundy said. 

“Before him there was a lot of talk and newspaper 

articles about whether there would be a land sale. Mayor 

Koch came in and just said ‘Just do it.’ And everyone 

else sort of fell in line.” 

 With the land sale, homeowners were able to get 

a mortgage and either sell their homes or use the money 

to add extensions or renovate the exterior. Following the 

land sale, the city finally invested in the island. 

 “They put a library here, which we never had 

before,” Mundy said, adding that new ball fields and a 

school also came to the area. 

“That was the first big change in Broad Channel,” he 

said. 

 In the ’90s, Mundy and his group began noticing 

a phenomenon that has grown into an international point 

of contention: sea level rise. 

“The city-owned bulkheads at the end of the block were 

falling into the bay,” he said. “We didn’t know what it 

was called at the time but we knew we had a problem.” 

 The civic association began lobbying for state 

funding to raise the streets above the sea level and 

succeeded in getting the funding. The work, however, 

was stopped by an Oct. 29, 2012 storm named Sandy. 

Mundy said about a third of the more than 900 homes in 

Broad Channel are in the Build it Back program, which 

besides fortifying people’s houses will once again 

change the look of the island. 

 “A home that you can see under is no longer a 

bungalow,” Mundy said. “So now you’re going to get a 

mixture of the two.” 

 Mundy elected to keep his house the way it is, 

but storm-proofed the lower level of it. 

Still, that doesn’t stop water from coming in. But for 

Mundy, that’s just the price of living in a place like 

Broad Channel. 

 “To outsiders, it must seem strange,” he said. 

“But when I take them upstairs and show them my view 

of the bay, then they understand why.” 
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